
Dear Families, 
 
Curriculum Note:  Vocabulary Acquisition 
Within the goal for our students to be proficient readers and writers, 
vocabulary instruction or “word work” is an important element. There are 
words that can typically be learned in context that may be represented 
by a single visual, there are words that can be used and understood 
across multiple areas, and there are content-related vocabulary words 
that are important to know in order to fully understand new concepts and 
skills in a single, specific content area.   
 
What does this look like in the classroom?  For our youngest students, 
rereading stories multiple times will assist students in building their 
knowledge of words and over time, students will incorporate new words 
into their repertoire.  For words that may not be easily interpreted with 
visuals, it is important to incorporate explicit instruction and opportunities 
for the students to use the words.  One example of an effective 
vocabulary building strategy is the “seven-step vocabulary” strategy, 
particularly effect for English Language Learners and helpful for all 
learners where teachers introduce the new words, students repeat the 
word, the teacher provides the definition of the word, an example of the 
word in context is shared, and students then use the word in context with 
their classmates as they verbally share examples of their own sentences 
with the new word in a conversational volley with a peer.  This language 
interaction is key to helping students make new words a part of their own 
word knowledge.   
 
In addition, during the “Word Work” component of Reading Workshop, 
students become more curious about new words by playing with words 
and word patterns.  There are also often conversations about the 
components of words.  Teachers help students recognize cognates, root 
words, and affixes, which positively impacts students’ reading and writing.  
This ongoing work with words beyond an introduction to a specific 
vocabulary word enables students to expand their ability to continuously 
acquire new words as they encounter them in text and through discussion 
of the material in class throughout the grades. 
 
Math and Science Night 
Thank you to the PTO for sponsoring the annual Math and Science Night 
and to Neena Hader in particular for organizing this special event!  In 
addition to the outside presenters, there was a special focus on student 
projects this year including Strawberry DNA, Banana Decomposition Lab, 
Lava Lamps, Baking Soda and Vinegar Volcanoes, and Student-led 
Scratch Demonstrations.  Thank you to everyone for participating!   



 
District-Wide Staff and Family Surveys 
As you will recall, the PSB School Survey was administered in January of 
this year to gather feedback in the areas of school culture, excellence in 
education, school leadership, and staff/student engagement.  This week, 
our faculty will be looking at the results on Tuesday, March 24th and the 
Runkle School Council will be looking at the results on Wednesday, March 
25th.  The results of each school’s survey will be posted on the PSB website 
shortly with a letter from Dr. Lupini.    
 
Second Annual Runkle Middle School Dance 
Sandy Costello has been organizing the second annual middle school 
dance as part of the focus on providing additional activities for middle 
school students.  This dance is for Runkle Students only.  The dance will be 
held in our Multipurpose Room this Friday, March 27th from 7-9 pm.  DJ 
Mac will be playing music and Mr. Ola and Mr. Domerson are among the 
chaperones.  There are no conflicting RAFT dances that evening and this 
is shaping up to be a great event for our students to relax, enjoy music, 
dancing, and each other.  Thank you, Sandy, for organizing this and thank 
you to ALL of our parent and teacher chaperones! 
 
Sincerely, 
Vanessa C. Beauchaine, Ed.D. 
Principal 
 


