
Dear Families, 
 
Welcome back!  It felt great to have a full school week last week!  It is 
hard to believe that it had been over a month since we have had a full 
five-day week!  We are back on track and the momentum is building 
quickly. 
 
MCAS Update 
As you may or may not be aware, due to the amount of snow days that 
school districts in the Commonwealth have had to add to their calendar 
disrupting the school schedule, The Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) had offered an extension of 
the MCAS testing window for those districts that wished to take 
advantage of it. 
 
What would it look like if Brookline took advantage of the extension? 
Delaying the MCAS administration means a shift of just a few days in 
March (beginning on 3/26 instead of 3/23) and a week's delay in May 
(beginning on 5/11 instead of 5/4.)  At first blush, it sounds like a positive 
move to take advantage of the extension.  I am appreciative of the 
process that the central office staff designed to make an informed 
decision in this regard by asking for input from all of the principals.  As we 
looked closely at the schedule, there were many factors to consider 
including the desire to provide students with ample learning time before 
the test for students to be prepared.   
 
As I have said before, we do not “teach to the test” and instead we 
provide all of the necessary learning opportunities for students so that they 
are able to perform at their best whether it is on the MCAS or other 
classroom assessments.  However, we DO plan around the MCAS 
administration when we plan other events and when teachers are 
planning their units so it makes the most sense for students.  Therefore, 
adding two or three days here or there did not seem to provide a 
meaningful benefit worth the disruption the schedule changes would 
cause including the potential conflicts with the end of Passover and a 
reduced number of make-up days.  Many of the other schools felt similarly 
to the Runkle staff and I am pleased with the way in which Brookline was 
able to take all of the pros and cons into consideration resulting in a 
schedule where the majority of the administration dates are the same with 
a few changes that will be positive for the students. 
 
If you subscribe to the Runkle Community Calendar feed, your calendar 
will be updated automatically to reflect the new dates.  In short, here are 
the changes to the general administration: 



*Grade 4 & 7 Composition (April 2nd) 
(This change provides students with seven (7) additional days of 
instruction prior to taking the composition, which is indeed a benefit 
for students since we missed six days of school.) 

*Grade 6 & 8 Reading (March 30th & 31st ) and Grade 4 & 7 (March 25th & 26th) 
(These dates were switched so that students in grades 4 and 7 will 
not have three days of testing in a single week.) 

 
The remainder of the ELA testing dates remain the same and there has 
been no change to the May schedule for the Math and Science testing 
administration.  
 
School Council 
This week, we will be holding our Council meeting in the morning from 7:00 
a.m. to 8:30 a.m. in the Runkle Library on Wednesday, March 4th.  One of 
the School Improvement Plan goals we will be discussing is the Literacy 
goal and Mrs. Kristin Gray, our K-5 Literacy Coach, will share information 
about our progress with the Council and a discussion with the Council 
members will follow.  (The full meeting agenda is always posted on the 
Town Calendar at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.)  As always, you are 
invited to join us as well.   
 
FIFTH ANNUAL RUNKLE VARIETY SHOW! (3-6-15) 
We hope many of you will come to this Friday’s special event!  We will 
begin the Variety Show at 6:00 p.m. and there are many students (and 
staff) who are signed up to perform.  This is a special event each year that 
provides our Runkle performers to shine in a relaxed, supportive, and 
casual setting in our Multi-purpose Room.  We hope to see you there! 
 
Sincerely, 
Vanessa C. Beauchaine, Ed.D. 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	  


