
Dear Families, 
 
Poetry Salon Success! 
A special thank you to Ms. Belle who was leading this school-PTO co-sponsored community 
event!  As teachers and parents in the Runkle (adult) community gathered in the library, there 
was an inviting circle of chairs, the soft rhythmic drumming of Mr. Domerson providing a 
“coffee house” feel, and a beautiful spread of enticing treats.  Poets and poetry-lovers connected 
with one another and enjoyed listening to or sharing a poem with the group.  Ms. Belle gently 
encouraged participants to share and provided the time and space for the group to reflect 
internally or comment on the experience of each poem.  It was both a powerful and enjoyable 
event that allowed us all to halt our hectic pace and to pause and enjoy the moment that each 
poem created.  Thank you to all who participated!  We are already looking forward to next year! 
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences 
This Wednesday, November 12, 2014 will be our first K-6 Early Release day for conferences.  
Please remember that this is a 12:40 p.m. dismissal for K-6 students.  Students in grades 7 and 
8 will proceed with their regular schedule. 
 
While conferences are structured differently for grades 6, 7, and 8, parents of students in grades 
K-5 can expect to have a parent-teacher conference with their child’s classroom teacher in the 
fall and the spring.  These conferences are designed to be two-way conversations to allow you 
to work with your child’s teacher to focus on how your child is progressing so far this year.  
Teachers will be able to share with you what your child is able to do now, what strengths your 
child exhibits, as well as what the goals are moving forward.  You will be able to share about 
what your child is like at home including interests and what they would like to learn more about.  
Sharing this information with your child’s teacher is valuable so that the teacher can help your 
child even more.   
 
The more there is an emphasis on the learning, the more valuable the conference will be.  You 
may have questions about your child’s progress, the types of assignments that your child is 
given, as well as what you might be able to do to support your child’s learning at home.  It is 
helpful to talk with your child before the conference to find out if he or she has questions as well 
and it is equally as important to talk with your child after the conference.  This will help your 
child to know that you and the teacher work in concert with one another for your child’s benefit 
and it is reassuring to your child to hear what they are doing well with and what you and the 
teacher will do to support and challenge them further. 
 
Conferences are not the end of the conversation about your child’s learning.  As you and your 
child talk about the experiences in school, you can always reach out to your child’s teacher as 
other questions come up throughout the year.  Continued conversation and communication will 
enhance the Runkle School experience for both you and your child. 
 
Enjoy this special time with your child’s teacher. 
Sincerely, 
Vanessa C. Beauchaine, Ed.D. 
Principal 


