
John D. Runkle School 
School Council Meeting Minutes  

Wednesday, January 6, 2016 – 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
Martin Sleeper Library 

 
Meeting called to order at 4 p.m.  It was adjourned at 5:40 p.m. upon motion made by S. Costello and 
seconded by D. Halwick.  
 
Members present:  J. Stoddard and S. Gold (co-chairs), L. Ascoli, D. Bhatia (arrived after meeting 
commenced), M. Bienen, L. Carroll, S. Costello, T. Cote, A. Dicreddico, J. Morgenstern, S. Salvin, A. 
Sweeney 
 
Welcome and Approval of Minutes from Meeting on Wednesday, December 2, 2015 

Council members reviewed the draft minutes from the December meeting.  A couple of 
corrections were made.  With those changes, the minutes were unanimously approved by the 
members present at the December meeting after motion made by S. Costello and seconded by L. 
Carroll. 

 
Current Issues/Public Comment 

No members of the public commented.     
 
School Updates 

J. Stoddard shared that the town is reviewing Emergency Response Protocols and gave a brief 
description of types of drills. These include Fire Drill (evacuation), evacuation to separate 
location, shelter in place and lockdown drill. 
S. Gold summarized the following updates from the superintendent’s monthly School Parent 
Leader meeting: 

o Heath and Runkle interim principals will remain a second year in position so the town 
does not have to do search for four principals and a superintendent this year. 

o Jim Huge from Atlantic Research Partners discussed the superintendent search including 
goals and timeline. 

o 9th school building update – space has been freed up in some buildings with the move of 
offices to Webster Place. 

o School committee approved the 2016-2017 school calendar.  Columbus Day weekend 
will be five days including two extra days off, one of them being a religious holiday and 
there will be a professional day on November 8 (Election Day) so no school for children. 
J. Stoddard added that teachers will return on August 30, school will start for students on 
9/1/2016, the last day of school with no snow days will be 6/19/2017. 

 
MCAS 2015/2016 Updates 

J. Stoddard shared that Runkle is again a Level 1 accountability school and explained the 
accountability. Information about accountability can be found at mass.gov website: 
http://www.mass.gov/edu/government/departments-and-
boards/ese/programs/accountability/reports/  



This year’s MCAS will include a narrative writing task for all grades. There is no longer a long 
composition for grades 4 and 7. Members of the council discussed the value of this change and 
the positive trend in alignment with the Lucy Calkins writing curriculum used in school. A 
suggestion was made to find a way to celebrate writing at Runkle in some fashion. 

 
Attendance “steps to success” 
 Members of the council brainstormed ideas to promote student motivation for arriving on time.  
Ideas shared included: opening the hallway doors earlier to allow parents in to help younger students get 
ready for the day (take off winter gear, put away lunch, etc.), encourage hallway helpers, find the carrot 
by grade/class that will motivate students to arrive on time (gonoodle, etc.), inform about early morning 
Runkle activities like music in the morning, breakfast in the caf, open gym, etc. 

• Draft minutes from Wednesday, December 2, 2015 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
S. Costello 


