
John D. Runkle School 
School Council Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, June 3, 2015 
4-5pm 
Library 

 
 
Members Present: V. Beauchaine, E. Ascoli, Alessandra Di Credico, Donna Finnegan, 
Theresa Cote, T. Paradise, E. Perez, S. Costello, S. Convicer, Lauren Carroll, Amy 
Sweeney, Deb Mercer, S. Ola, S. Gold, J. Morgenstern (4:06) Spring Salvin, K. Haynes 
(4:20), D. Bhatia (4:50)  (those in italics are new to the council) (those in bold are 
departing) 
 
Members Absent: A. Depew 
 
Certificates were presented to all outgoing members. 
 
Experiences being on School Council:  great chance for parents to get to know teachers 
and teachers to get to know parents in a different way; nice to have looked at things in 
depth by topic; things are so busy, nice chance to have a quiet space to think about 
Runkle; nice to see development and changes and progression of things we’ve worked 
on. 
 
Meeting called to order at 4:02. 
 
Approval of minutes: Tracy Paradis, Elvira, Sandy, Stephanie, Jane, Deb, Saeed, Susan, 
Vanessa, Liz 
 
Setting meeting dates for next year: 
 
Wednesdays are a good day for people, 4-6 is preferable, but if we need an extra meeting 
we might do a 7-8:30 block.  J. Morgenstern asked if we can do 4-5:30?  Vanessa said we 
can end early when possible, but sometimes we need to go later.  We usually start in 
October.  Dates are as follows: 
 
Wed Oct. 7th 4-6 
Wed. Nov. 4th 4-6 
Wed. Dec. 2 4-6 
Wed. Jan 6th 4-6 
Wed. Feb 3 4-6 
Wed. Mar 2 4-6 
Wed Mar 23 7-8:30 am 
Wed. Apr. 13 4-6 
Wed. May 4th 4-6 
Wed. May 25th 7-8:30 
Wed. Jun 1st 4-5 



 
September presentation of the school improvement plan.  This year we did one in the 
evening and one in the morning.  It would be good to do the same thing again next year, 
and plan it now.  Best to do it later in the month once all of the Thurs. 24th at 7 pm, and 
Friday 25th at 8 am. Those meetings usually last an hour to an hour and a half. 
In the past we haven’t had a huge audience.  We can think now about how to get a better 
turnout. 
 
Tuesday October 6th Susan Gold has organized a speaker to come about anxiety. 
 
Hand out of school improvement plan—hard copies were passed out and will be sent 
digitally as well.  Also will send one page summary.  Question about goal of everyone 
reading below grade level  in 2014?  Lofty goal to have everyone who was reading below 
grade level to read at grade level next year.  Vanessa said we can show progress.  Spring 
said we might also look at Understanding Disabilities, since it is in a state of flux.  Also a 
question about first year ELL students.  Also Green Team info looks good, said Spring. 
On the Bullying Questionnaire—what is “other”?  We had that question too, last week. 
 
Question—is this THE school improvement plan?  Yes, but it’s a living document, and 
next year we will see what’s working and what’s not and modify for the following year. 
 
Sandy said, since we present this in September it would be nice to market this, maybe 
with Susan’s marketing expertise, could have infographics, or something to make it easier 
and more accessible.  Susan agreed and said she thinks it’s so important, like the business 
plan for the school, and should be known by all the parents.  Jane also wants to work on 
the presentation. 
 
Meeting adjourned, 4:55. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Elizabeth Ascoli. 


