
John D. Runkle School 
School Council Meeting Minutes   

Wednesday, April 12, 2017 
Martin Sleeper Library 

 
 
Members Present: Jim Stoddard, Marcy Bienen, Danielle Halwick, Kwame Morris, Katja Vinha, and Thomer 
Gil 
 
Members Absent: Alessandra Di Credico, Susan Gold, Amy Sweeney, Dyan Bhatia, Lauren Carroll 
 

I. Welcome and Review of 10/5/16 Minutes  
Mr. Stoddard began the meeting at 4:05 pm.  Minutes were reviewed. No edits were made.   Katja made a 
motion to approve the minutes. Marcy seconded, and the Council was all in favor of approving the minutes.  

 
II. Public Comment 
No one made a public comment. 

 
III. School and District Updates 

 
Runkle Staffing Update (shared by Mr. Stoddard) 

• Mr. Stoddard accepted an offer to become the Vice Principal at the Pierce school in 
Brookline for the 2017-2018 school year. 

• After many years of dedicated service to the Runkle School community, Ms. Bienen 
(grade 2), Ms. Belle (grade 6), and Mrs. Guzzi (grade 1) will be retiring at the end of this 
school year. 

• The search process has begun for a 6th grade teacher and 2nd grade teacher.  Interviews 
will be conducted in the coming weeks. 

• Mr. Stoddard and Ms. Jean-Michel, incoming Runkle principal, are coordinating so that 
both will participate in the hiring of the currently posted teaching positions. 

 
       IV.      Updated PSB Policies (shared by Mr. Stoddard) 

 
Mr. Stoddard shared that the Town of Brookline has updated its policies and procedures 

regarding Policy Against Discrimination, Sexual Harassment and Retaliation and Bullying Prevention 
Policy.   He shared that the Public Schools administrators attended a training to review these policies.  
During the training, a streamlined understanding for the approach to any such complaints under these 
policies was shared.   

Council members had the opportunity to peruse and reflect upon the documents.  Council 
members posed questions related to the specific school procedure and process that a member(s) of the 
school community would go through at Runkle if a bullying complaint is made.  Mr. Stoddard shared 
that the Principal or Vice Principal will conduct an investigation that includes, informing families 
meeting with the relevant parties, making a determination, and informing the relevant parties of the 
findings.  Mr. Stoddard shared that a safety plan may be created in consultation with the relevant parties 
as needed to ensure that students feel safe. 

 
 

          V.      School Improvement Status Check (Council) 
 
Mr. Stoddard shared that faculty members have already documented indicators of success on 

current School Improvement plan.  The Council reviewed several areas of the current School 



Improvement Plan and agreed that there would be continued review and reflection at the next meeting.  
The next meeting will also include brainstorming for the 2017-2018 School Improvement Plan. 

 
VI.    Other 

• 8th Grade Graduation will be held on the afternoon on June 21st. 
• Next School Council Meetings will be held May 3 and May 24.  The June 7th meeting 

has been rescheduled to June 14th. 
 
 

Jim motioned to adjourn the meeting at 5:35. Danielle seconded the motion.  All were in favor of 
adjourning. 

 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Danielle Halwick on April 2, 2017. 
 


