
 
John D. Runkle School 

School Council Meeting Minutes   
Wednesday, October 5, 2016 

4-5:30 pm 
Martin Sleeper Library 

 
 
Members Present: Marcy Bienen, Dyan Bhatia, Lauren Carroll, Alessandra Di Credico, 
Thomer Gil, Susan Gold, Danielle Halwick, Kwame Morris, Jim Stoddard, Amy Sweeney, Katja 
Vinha 
 
Members Absent:  
 

I. Welcome 
Mr. Stoddard began the meeting at 4:05 pm.  Council members introduced themselves and 
Mr. Stoddard reviewed the purposes of School Council as defined by the state. 

 
II. Public Comment 
There were no public comment participants. 

 
III. Review of 2016-2017 School Improvement Plan 

 
The ‘short-form’ one-page School Improvement Plan was shared with the Council.  This 
summary simply lists the different Goals and Actions that are contained on the official 
School Improvement Plan document.  Mr. Stoddard described how various actions from the 
plan have been put into effect since the start of the school year.  Conversation regarding Goal 
I (Building Community and a Positive Culture) focused on continuing to promote awareness 
and understanding of students with disabilities, increasing communication with new families, 
and holding Monthly Meetings for the Grades 6-8 students.  With Goal II (Academic 
Excellence), the faculty’s work in building a “Culture of Thinking” through study of Ron 
Ritchhart’s book, “Making Thinking Visible” was highlighted, as was the creation of a Study 
Skills mini-class for 6th graders.  There was conversation as well around Runkle’s 
development of its “Young Scholars” Program, which will be run by Guidance Counselor 
Rebecca Sneider, and how it compares to previous school and district efforts in attempting to 
close the persistent achievement gap for our students of color.  Goals III (Increasing 
Achievement in Literacy), IV (Increasing Achievement in Mathematics), and V (Promoting 
Safety and Wellness) were also reviewed.    
 
IV. MCAS 2016 Results Overview 
 
Mr. Stoddard shared the overall school results with the Council.  Runkle School is again a 
Level 1 school, which is the highest level based on the State’s Accountability System.  Mr. 
Stoddard explained that that designation occurs for a school when its students, both in total as 
well as the “high needs” category, show sufficient performance and progress in narrowing 
proficiency gaps (earning a Cumulative Progress and Performance Index score of at least 75 
for each).  Runkle had a CPPI of 90 for All students and 77 for High needs students.  (“High 
needs” being a state category encompassing economically disadvantaged students, ELL and 
Former ELL students, and students with disabilities.)  He cautioned that while it is tempting 
to be satisfied with a top designation, that there continues to be work to be done within the 
school to ensure optimal performance for all students.  It was agreed that the Council would 
look more deeply at the schoool data at its next meeting. 



 
V. Other 

 
Susan Gold was voted by acclimation to serve as Co-Chair for the 2016-2017 School Year. 
The meeting adjourned at 5:40 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Stoddard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Lauren Carroll on December 2, 2015. 
 


