
John D. Runkle School 
School Council Meeting Minutes   

Wednesday, May 4, 2016 
4-5:30 pm 

Computer Lab 
 

Members Present: Marcy Bienen, Lauren Carroll, Sandy Costello, Theresa Cote, 
Alessandra Di Credico, Susan Gold, Danielle Halwick, Jane Morgenstern, Spring Salvin 
Jim Stoddard, Amy Sweeney 
 
Members Absent: Elizabeth Ascoli, Dyan Bhatia 
 

I. Welcome and Review of March 30, 2016 Minutes  
Jim Stoddard began the meeting at 4:00 pm.  Minutes were reviewed and after minor 
edits, Sandy made a motion to approve the minutes. Marcy seconded, and the Council 
was all in favor of approving the minutes.  

 
II. Public Comment 

Katherine Stewart joined the meeting and introduced herself as a Runkle and BHS 
graduate and current Runkle parent. She expressed concern that there is not enough 
information about the teacher’s union and school committee negotiations. She also 
raised the concern that Brookline schools are getting too focused on testing.  There 
was a discussion that the Runkle News is a vehicle for information about the school 
and that there was a School Committee tonight at 6 pm in Town Hall. 

 
Spring requested that we discuss these issues further and expressed concern that 
parents do want more information and need to know how to get it.  Jim said he would 
discuss this with the PTO Leaders.  

 
III. School Updates 

• Mural Project (shared by Jim Stoddard): 
As part of the Arts Festival,  Jim and the PTO have hired Bren Bataclan – 
a mural artist as an artist in residence.  Amy and Jim shared some 
background on Bren and his work. Bren will meet with students and 
volunteers will be solicited to help him incorporate students’ work into the 
mural.  The BPPC and Student Council will establish the theme for the 
mural.   

• Staffing Updates (shared by Jim Stoddard): 
• Jim and the interview committees have been actively interviewing 

for the 1st and 3rd grade open positions.   
• There is a strong candidate for the French Language position.  An 

announcement is forthcoming.  There is a also an opening for a 
part-time 5th and 6th grade Spanish teacher. 
 
 

• Parent Leader Update (shared by Susan Gold)  
At the last Parent Leader meeting, Joe Connelly reviewed the district 
strategy plan and the budget to support it.  He also gave an update on the 
hiring process for principals for Pierce and Driscoll, and the new search to 



replace Andrew Bott at Lincoln.  New searches have also begun for the 
Assistant Superintendent openings.  The School Committee members also 
shared that both the School Committee and the Teachers Union have 
agreed to working with a Mediator to help resolve the open issues. 

 

IV. School Improvement Plan: 
The Council began working on the 2016-17 School Improvement Plan.  Jim 
proposed a few themes for the plan that the teachers have already been working 
on, and the group discussed the high level goals.  The team agreed to keep the 
major goals while threading the technology goal into the other goals.   

 
The Council broke into several working groups to start working on identifying 
key strategies under the goals. 

 
The committee scheduled a working meeting on the School Improvement Plan for 
week of May 23rd.   Jim offered to poll the group and send out a meeting notice.  
 
Alessandra  motioned to adjourn the meeting at 5:45.  Spring seconded the 
motion.  All were in favor of adjourning. 

 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Susan Gold on May 23, 2016. 
	  


