
John D. Runkle School 
DRAFT  School Council Meeting Minutes   

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 
4-5:30 pm 

Martin Sleeper Library 
 
 
Members Present: Alessandra Di Credico, Sandy Costello, Elizabeth Ascoli, Susan Gold, Jim Stoddard, Marcy 
Bienen, Danielle Halwick, Amy Sweeney, Lauren Carroll, Theresa Cote, Dyan Bhatia, Jane Morgenstern, and 
Spring Salvin 
 
Members Absent: none 
 

I. Welcome and Review of 2/3/16 Minutes  
Mr. Stoddard began the meeting at 4:05 pm.  Minutes were reviewed and after minor edits Susan made a 
motion to approve the minutes. Lauren seconded, and the Council was all in favor of approving the minutes.  

 
II. Public Comment 
No one made a public comment. 

 
III. School Updates 

 
MCAS Schedule (shared by Mr. Stoddard) 

• We revised the schedule to reflect the Council’s recommendation to administer the 
PAARC-based MCAS section by itself on a third testing date.  

• Part 1 is traditional MCAS section - untimed, traditional expected length (45-60 min.) 
• Part 2a is traditional but smaller MCAS - untimed, shortened expected length (35 min.) 
• Part 2b is PARCC-based.  60 minutes timed (untimed for students on IEPs) - not counted 

in MCAS score 
 

MCAS Boost (shared by Mr. Stoddard) 
• Principal and Vice Principal considered many factors of individual student’s learning 

profiles and invited students that did not pass ELA MCAS to participate in Boost 
sessions.   

• Groups of 5-8 students per grade level are in place, 1 hour per week, to support grades 5-
8 students.  Some groups began the last week of February and others began this first 
week of March. 

 
EWL (shared by Mr. Stoddard) 

• Beginning in the 2016-2017 school year, 6th grade students will choose to take Spanish or 
French, 3 periods per week.  7th and 8th grade students will continue as usual. 

• As of yet, the schedule for multiple sections of EWL has not been ironed out. 
• Hiring Update:  Although a very likely candidate from within the school system is being 

negotiated, the official hiring of an EWL-Spanish teacher for some of our sections is still 
in progress.   

 
Habits of Mind (shared by Mr. Stoddard) 

• It is a goal of Runkle faculty to encourage life-long learning for all members of the 
school community.   

• The faculty has recently spent time going over the habits of mind and will use this as a 
springboard for future discussions. 



• The one-page document that outlines the 16 Habits of Mind was shared with Council 
members. 

• Habits of Mind discussion will be a part of next Council meeting agenda. 
 

Parent Leader Update (shared by Susan Gold) 
• The Superintendent shared updates on: 

Superintendent Search: The search is on track as previously outlined.  Superintendent 
will hopefully be confirmed by mid-March. 
Principals Search: Has received positive feedback regarding the process.  It’s been 
determined that there will not be a parent forum for candidates.   

• 9th School:  It was shared that the Town has committed to continuing the process although 
the State is not likely to be involved with the project.  At this point, the Town is close to 
determining the best of three potential sites. 

• Leaders had a discussion with Superintendent Connelly and School Committee member, 
Rebecca Stone, about questions and concerns that some members of the parent 
community have expressed regarding teacher actions during contract negotiations.  In 
particular, the “auto-response” message that many teachers set was discussed, and Dr. 
Connelly shared with the Parent Leaders that the message will not come during school 
hours.  

            
IV. English Language Learners (ELLs) at Runkle and Sheltered English Immersion   

• The Council had a conversation about the mandatory RETELL coursework that most faculty 
members have participated in, which leads to Sheltered English Immersion endorsement 
from the state.   Each teacher enters a course depending on his or her prior coursework in the 
ELL-Category trainings (previous requirements).  The Council also had a conversation about 
the types of strategies that are intended to specifically support ELLs (speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing), and how faculty members incorporate these strategies (which often 
benefit many students, not just ELLs) into daily practice.    

• Lauren Carroll, ELL teacher, reviewed the ELL program in Brookline sharing state mandates 
and the testing that is required of ELLs and how it informs the amount of direct instruction 
from an ELL teacher (outside the general education classroom) that an ELL receives.   Some 
ELLs are seen by the ELL teacher 2 times per day/5xweek for up to 45 minutes a period.  It 
was shared that this type of schedule affects less than half of our ELLs.  Lauren also shared 
that less than 10% (approximately) of our students are ELLs.  

• Lauren shared various ways that she and other ELL teachers communicate with the families 
of ELLs (open houses, visits, conferences, etc.).  The Welcome Wagon at Runkle, has worked 
well for many new-to-Runkle/town/country families.  

• There have been revisions/recommendations made to upper administration regarding the 6-8 
grading policy for ELLs.   ELL progress reports (completed by ELL teachers) have had 
revisions made to mirror the K-5 progress reports.   

• In wrapping up the conversation about ELLs at Runkle, Mr. Stoddard shared that there will 
be opportunities for Runkle faculty to continue to share what is working well regarding the 
program for ELLs during cluster meeting times, and that professional learning groups may be 
created to continue to the discussions.   

 
Sandy motioned to adjourn the meeting at 5:35.  Susan seconded the motion.  All were in favor of 
adjourning. 

 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Danielle Halwick and Amy Sweeney on March 29, 2016. 


