
 
John D. Runkle School 

DRAFT  School Council Meeting Minutes   
Wednesday, December 2, 2015 

4-5:30 pm 
Martin Sleeper Library 

 
 
Members Present: Alessandra Di Credico, Sandy Costello, Susan Gold, Jim Stoddard, Danielle 
Halwick, Amy Sweeney, Lauren Carroll, Spring Salvin, Jane Morgenstern, and Dyan Bhatia 
 
Members Absent: Theresa Cote, Elizabeth Ascoli, Marcy Bienen,  
 

I. Welcome and Review of 11/4/15 Minutes  
Mr. Stoddard began the meeting at 4 pm.  Minutes were reviewed and after minor edits. Jane 
made a motion to approve the minutes. Spring seconded, and the Council was all in favor of 
approving the minutes.  

 
II. Public Comment 
No one was present for comment. 

 
• School Updates 

o Jim and Amy attended a two-day conference on Instructional Coaching with other 
Runkle staff on November 30th and December 1st. 

 
o Danielle will be attending the Metco Directors’ Association conference on 

December 4, 2015.  Jim also shared an update on a Runkle initiative to use 
literature to discuss race with students. 

 
o Susan attended the Superintendent’s Parent Meeting with Joe Connelly, Acting 

Superintendent and gave an update on the Brookline Superintendent search.  
Susan also reported that the search committee will start in January for hiring the 
2016 Runkle School Principal. 

 
o An Autism Spectrum Disorder Special Event will be held on December 10th in the 

Runkle Library. The goals for this panel were discussed. 
 

o Jim reported that all Brookline school websites would be updated this year so that 
information will be available through psb.org with one common structure.   Jim 
and Jenny Murphy, Education Technology Specialist, both agree that they like 
runkle.org and would like the ease of access to information and the content 
available on runkle.org is maintained.  Updates will follow in the next couple of 
months.   

 
o Jim reported that a third section of 6th grade was approved for next year.  It will 

officially be a three-section class in September. 
 

o Alessandra reported that members of SEPAC are concerned that Brookline 
Teachers are working without a contract, in particular the paraprofessionals.  
SEPAC would like to see better training and retention of paraprofessionals.  Jim 
commented that there are training opportunities for paraprofessionals on early- 
release days. 



 
 
III. 2015 MCAS Data Review 

 
o Brookline is a Level 2 District (on a 1-4 scale with 1 being the highest).  A district 

rating is based on the data of the lowest scoring school.  A Level 2 school is 
required to do more data analysis to identify weaknesses in the sub-groups, which 
did not meet benchmarks set by the state.   

 
o The current MCAS accountability data will be available shortly. 
 
o Jim explained how the CPI (Composite Performance Index) is calculated.  He also 

explained how the SGP (the student growth percentile) is measured. 
 

o MCAS data from the previous four years was compared.  A discussion ensued 
about how the data informs instruction or curriculum at both the school and 
district level. 

 
 
IV. Attendance “steps to success” 

This was not discussed and was tabled for an upcoming meeting. 
 

V. Other 
 

Sandy motioned to adjourn the meeting at 5:40.  Susan seconded the motion.  All were in 
favor of adjourning. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lauren Carroll 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Lauren Carroll on December 2, 2015. 



 


