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PTO MESSAGE OF THE WEEK: Contribute to the PTO Annual Fund! PTO Meeting is next Tuesday, January
10th.

From the PTO
Dear Runkle Community, 
 
Happy New Year!
 
Thanks to the 100 families who contributed to our Annual Fund! We've
raised almost $26,000 towards our goal of $60,000. And despite the risk of
annoying everyone, please contribute if you haven't had a chance.
 
After a nice break, there are many things to look forward to in January.
 
Please join us next Tuesday, January 10th for our monthly PTO meeting
in the cafeteria at 8:05 a.m.  There will be coffee, and all are welcome! Jenny
Murphy will be speaking about how she incorporates technology into the
curriculum of every grade.

Runkle Skating Night at Larz Anderson is on January 20th at 6:30pm
 
Our Annual PTO Book Swap is on January 26th and 27th, so start
collecting books!
 
Save the date for Bingo Night: Friday, February 3rd.
 
Looking to the future, Math and Science Night is April 7th... so get started
on your projects!
 
Thanks to everyone who gave feedback about the Principal search at
Runkle. We will receive a "Leadership Profile" from the Superintendent's
office soon.  That profile will have a summary of all feedback. A pdf will be
posted to www.runkle.com as soon as we have it, so keep an eye out.

Have a great week!

Lynne Chuang, 617-875-9663, lchuang@aquent.com 

This Week's Events

K-2 Morning Meeting
Thurs, Jan 5
8:05 am
Multipurpose Room

Upcoming Events

PTO Meeting
Tues, Jan 10
8:05 - 9:35 am
Cafeteria

School Council Meeting
Wed, Jan 11
4:00 - 6:00 pm
Library

Chorus and Band Concert
Wed, Jan 11
7:00 - 9:00 pm
BHS Auditorium

Runkle School Band Concert
6th, 7th and 8th Grade Bands
Tues, Jan 31
7:00 pm
Multipurpose Room
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Dorothy Charles, 617-459-2650, dlloydcharles@gmail.com
Runkle PTO Co-Chairs

PTO Volunteer Opportunities
UNDERSTANDING DIFFERENCES AND SIMILARITIES

This is a district-wide program that utilizes a nationally recognized, award-
winning curriculum, Understanding Our Differences, to teach children to "see
the person and not the disability." The program is taught by parents to
students in the 4th grade. 
 
You do not need to have a child in the fourth grade to volunteer, just a desire
to help children develop understanding and respect for fellow students and
others with physical, sensory or developmental disabilities. 
 
The remaining units and dates are:
Hearing and Deafness - Tuesday, January 24
Physical Disabilities  - Tuesday, April 25
 
If you are interested in volunteering or have any questions, please email
Lynne Chuang at lchuang@aquent.com.

From the Principal's Desk
Hello, Families!

I wish you all a Happy New Year!  I hope you have had a chance to enjoy the
holidays with family and friends, and to create marvelous new memories.

This week we welcome back 6th and 7th grade Social Studies teacher Eileen
Woodford, and bid a fond farewell to Suzanne Caruso, who filled in most ably
during Ms. Woodford's medical leave.  Also, I am delighted to report that
Physical Education teacher Jen Schultz is steadily increasing her hours in
her return from her injury and will now be working half-days (mornings)
Monday through Friday.  We hope to announce a long-term substitute for the
afternoon PE classes by the end of this week.  (Leslie Chambers, who had
been filling in for Ms. Schultz, has taken a full-time long-term substitute
position at another school in town.)  Also this week, we will be interviewing for
Music teacher Sarah Gardner's replacement, as Ms. Gardner readies for her
upcoming maternity leave.  

There are several wonderful learning opportunities for our staff this week. On
Wednesday, K-5 classroom teachers will be exploring the Units of Study for
Teaching Reading with Literacy Coaches Kristin Gray and Shoshana Jacobs,
where they will revisit themes of student conferencing and independent
reading, as well as delving into nonfiction units. On Friday, members of our
middle school team will continue their work with Brookline's Disciplinary
Literacy Initiative. The goal of "Disciplinary Literacy" is to create independent
and versatile readers, writers, and communicators across the spectrum of
academic disciplinary fields. And on Thursday, members of our Mathematics
department will be joining other town-wide colleagues at an EDCO workshop
run by Jo Boaler, Professor of Mathematics Education at Stanford University,
and author of several books including Mathematical Mindsets.  Her work is
grounded in equity in math, and the belief that all students can learn to high
levels. Our K-5 classroom teachers have looked at Dr. Boaler's "Number
Talks" teaching approach this fall. 

The spirit of lifelong learning is quite strong in our educational community.  As
we begin this new year, I hope we all find our own ways to keep growing, and
to forever strive to be our best selves -- for ourselves, for our children, and for
our society.

Jim Stoddard

ABSENCE LINE REMINDER
If your child will not be in school
for any day(s), please call the
absence line at 617-879-4249
BEFORE 8:00 am to report the
information. You can leave a
message for multiple days if
needed.

The January Lunch Menu can
be found here.

MANAGING THE RUNKLE
NEWS

To subscribe, please go to
www.runkle.org  and look for the
SUBSCRIBE icon.

To unsubscribe, please hit
"Safeunsubscribe" at the bottom of
your email.

Classifieds
Please note: The Runkle News 
and PTO have not researched and are
not responsible for the services,
products, and/or requests made in
these ads. 

GUITAR CLASS:
Hey guitar players, are you stuck in a
rut playing 3 chords? Are you tired of
strumming the same rhythm every
time you pick up a guitar?  Improve
your guitar playing with Chris Carter's
two hour guitar playing class.  The
class meets at the BCYF Roche
Community Center on Wednesday,
February 1st from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  It's
perfect for kids and adults who have at
least one to two years of guitar playing
experience and are interested in
becoming better rhythm
guitarists. Visit christhesongwriter.com f
or more info and contact the BCYF
Community Center 617-635-5066 to
register.

PIANO INSTRUCTION - 5 blocks
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From the Runkle After School Program
RASP Winter/Spring Courses Starting Soon!

The Runkle After School Program (RASP) Winter/Spring term will be starting
at the end of January. Please be on the lookout for course brochures going
home with your student this week (extras can be found in the front office or
posted on the RASP door next to the nurse's office). Registration will begin
on Wednesday, January 11th at 12 PM and close on Wednesday, January
18th at 3 PM. Full course descriptions and schedules can also soon be seen
on our website www.runkleafterschoolprogram.org. Questions? please email
us at rasprogram@hotmail.com. We are looking forward to a great term of after
school classes!

From the Community
BROOKLINE'S PAN ASIAN LUNAR NEW YEAR CELEBRATION
Saturday, February 4th, 1:00 - 3:00 pm
Brookline High School, MLK Room & Atrium
Chinese New Year (��)/Korean Seollal (��)/ Vietnamese Tết
Enjoy - Lion Dancing, Asian food, Music, Crafts, Games, Performances
(Chinese Yoyo, Genki Spark Taiko Drumming and more!)
Games - Interactive table games for children and adults
Free & Open to All. Light Refreshments.
For More Information & to RSVP: http://tinyurl.com/BrooklineLNY17
or contact Chi Chi Wu at  BAAFN1@gmail.com or Chris Chanyasulkit
at cchanyasulkit@brooklinema.gov.
Sponsored by the Brookline Office of Diversity, Inclusion, and Community
Relations, the Brookline High School Asian Pacific American Club, the
Brookline Asian American Family Network, Chobee Hoy Associates Real
Estate, the Glass Curtain Company, the Brookline Community Foundation, &
the Brookline Health Department.

BROOKLINE ASIAN AMERICAN ESSAY CONTEST
Essay Submissions due by January 17th, 2017.
The 2017 Brookline Asian American Essay Contest is beginning!   The
Brookline Asian American Family Network and the Brookline Diversity,
Inclusion, and Community Relations Office are seeking submissions for the
2017 Asian American & Essay Contest on "What does it mean to be an
Asian American in Brookline?" The contest is open to high school students
living in Brookline or attending Brookline High School. Three prizes will be
given to winning entries.  See http://baafn.weebly.com/2017-essay-contest-
rules.html for complete contest rules and information.

THE EMERGING AUTHORS WORKSHOP FOR TWEENS AND TEENS
High School Students: Saturday, January 14, 2017
Middle School Students: Sunday, January 15, 2017 
29 Addington Road, Brookline
Whether your student wants to improve writing skills or simply loves writing,
this innovative program integrates instruction and inspiration. We bring
together young writers with critically acclaimed and award-winning authors
who provide insight into taking writing to the next level. Participants will learn
how to let their unique ideas and personality shine through. This class is also
a fantastic building block to writing college application essays down the road.
Small class size allows for individualized attention to bring out the best in your
emerging writer. Click here for more information and to register. You can also
email: sharirbecker.author@gmail.com

STEPS TO SUCCESS KIDS FAIR 2017
Sunday, January 8, 2017, 12:00 - 2:00 pm
Tappan St. Gym at Brookline High School, 66 Tappan St., Brookline
Summer is just around the corner; stop at the KIDS Fair to learn about great
summer camps from across New England.  Games, fun, music - it's a great
event!  It's never too early to register for summer camp!  For more information
click:  http://stepstosuccessbrookline.org/support/kidsfair/

from Runkle
Learn Jazz/Blues/Classical, theory,
sightreading from a Berklee & New
England Conservatory graduate with
30+ years teaching experience. Build
a high quality musical foundation with
an upbeat, patient, & caring instructor.
Beginners welcome. Have a positive &
successful learning experience. Gloria
Jasinski, phone: 617-566-9704, email:
piano566@comcast.net

EXPERIENCED DOG WALKER
AND CAT SITTER AVAILABLE IN
RUNKLE AREA
I have been walking dogs and
providing cat care for over 13 years
and work with a number of Runkle
families. Please call Liz at 617-407-
1315

TRANSPORTATION HOME FROM
SCHOOL
Looking for someone to walk our
kindergartener home from school each
day. We live on Rawson Road and
would be open to an 8th grader, a
shared nanny, another parent --
anyone who can help us out. We can
pay cash for each week or if it's a
parent we can work out a pooling
arrangement. 
Please help! If interested, email
asadiqmd@gmail.com.

RESPONSIBLE 8TH GRADER
NEEDED
I am looking to hire a responsible 8th
grader to walk my 3rd grader home
from school and stay with her until
around 5:30 or 6:00 one day per week
with the option of a second day of walk-
home only. 
Please email Nina
ninamaxd@gmail.com

TUTOR AVAILABLE
Certified masters level special
education teacher who is also certified
in Wilson Language Instruction.  I am
currently working in the RISE program
and would like to tutor privately in math
and/or ELA.  Having over 18 years of
teaching experience, I feel that I would
be a good match for students in grade
4 and below, preferably within walking
distance of Runkle.  Please contact by
email:  meryl_j_smith@psbma.org.

HOMEWORK COMPLETION HELP
Completing homework assignments
with a homework coach is an
opportunity to reinforce and enrich the
learning process that happens in the
classroom. Coaching includes helping
students organize assignment books,
binders, and backpacks.
Communication with the student's
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JOIN BROOKLINE RESIDENTS AND HEAD TO DC FOR THE
WOMEN'S MARCH ON WASHINGTON!
On January 21, hundreds of thousands of Women will unite in Washington to
stand together in solidarity for the protection of our rights, our safety, our
health, and our families. Help us to make sure the new Congress and
Administration hears our voice!  Sign up to volunteer, get connected to a bus,
or simply sign up for updates and join other Brookline parents by contacting
brooklinewomensmarch@gmail.com or filling out this form here.

PAPER CRANES PROJECT
Brookline is folding paper cranes! To give us and our children a way to voice
a positive message of peace, people from all over town are joining together to
fold origami peace cranes. The paper crane has a powerful association with
peace, the welfare of our children, and the dangers of war. We believe that
beyond whatever divisions exist, all politics must come from the foundational
principles of peace, kindness, tolerance, and humanity.

What you can do to participate: Fold Paper Cranes!
At home: We will have drop off bins at the Brookline Arts Center (86
Monmouth Street), Chobee Hoy Real Estate (18 Harvard Street), and Fire
Opal (320 Harvard Street). 
Come to a folding event:
Wednesday January 4th, 3-6 pm at the Puppet Showplace Theater
Saturday January 7th, at Henry Bear's Park
Saturday January 7th, at the Brookline Arts Center
Encourage your school to participate! Speak to your child's teacher or after-
school staff. We can provide paper for classroom activities.
Spread the word! Join us on facebook (https://www.facebook.com/Peace-
cranes-project-1176915392345130/), hand out a flyer or organize a folding
party with your friends!
 
We will bring these cranes to Washington DC for Martin Luther King Jr.
Day, on January 16th, as a statement of peace and tolerance, and as a wish
for all the world to focus itself on the most important things. We encourage
everyone to join us, whether in school or at home.  If you would like
more information or have questions, please contact Runkle parent Ben Kelley:
benjamin.b.kelley@gmail.com
 
LIBRARY MUSEUM PASS PROGRAM
Changes Beginning January 1, 2017
The Brookline Library Foundation supports the library's Museum Pass
program, which offers Brookline residents discounted museum entry.
Traditionally, these passes have only been available to pick up at the
Brookline Village location. As of January 1, 2017, the Brookline Library
Foundation will fund some additional passes to be picked up at the library's
Coolidge Corner and Putterham locations: Boston Children's
Museum, Museum of Science, New England Aquarium, and Zoo New
England. In addition, the Larz Anderson Auto Museum's pick-up location will
be moved to Putterham. The Museum Pass program is generously funded by
the Brookline Library Foundation, made up entirely of Brookline residents and
volunteers.

LEARN TO PLAY HOCKEY WITH BROOKLINE YOUTH HOCKEY
November 26 - March 5
Saturdays at 9:15 am and Sundays at 5:15 pm
Sign up now for BYH's Learn to Play Ice Hockey program: Ice Mice.
Ages 4-8 years old, 
Cost $325.
Our #1 goal is for players to have FUN playing ice hockey.
More info online at www.brooklineyouthhockey.org
Contact Richie Sheridan rsher12@hotmail.com (IM/Instructional Coordinator)
or Doug Janowski douglasjanowski@yahoo.com (BYH Co-President) with
questions.

COLLEGE AND CAREER CENTER AT BHS
As they work to build the new College and Career Center at BHS, BHS
Faculty are looking for parents and community members to support career

classroom teacher clarifies
expectations, and gives me a view of
your child as a learner. I am a long-
standing Runkle parent with an MEd
with a specialty in learning disabilities,
have taught for many years in the
classroom as a teacher and tutor.
References available. Please contact
by email: Joanbridger@gmail.com 

HELPING KIDS COMMUNICATE!
Speech-language services in your
home, all year round
Meryl Heller Schram, MS, CCC-SLP,
an experienced and respected
pediatric speech-language
pathologist,provides individual
services for children with
communication difficulties. Services
are available for toddlers through
middle-schoolers with developmental
speech-language disorders, language-
learning disabilities,
articulation/phonological disorders,
autism spectrum disorders, and
childhood apraxia of speech. Treatment
programs are tailored to each
youngster's needs and parent
involvement is encouraged, resulting in
steady and measurable progress.
For more information or to make an
appointment, contact:
Meryl Heller Schram, M.S., CCC-SLP;
617.733.1995;
mhschram@comcast.net

READING TUTOR:
Experienced certified reading
specialist with M.Ed. in Reading
Education. Trained in Phono-Graphix,
Lindamood, and O.G. I specialize in
remediating students who read at or
below a 2nd grade level, age 5 to 7.
Free assessment. $40.00 per hour.
Formerly employed by "The Learning
Lab @ Lesley." Creative, child-
friendly, supportive. Please contact
Christine Mandell at
birdsongviolin@gmail.com, 617-323-
4709.

SPANISH AND FRENCH TUTOR:
Recent college graduate available for
Spanish and French tutoring.  Please
contact: 
Victoria_bonomie@hotmail.com or
elviraperez@hotmail.com.

MATH TUTORING:
Northeastern University Honors
Mathematics Graduate with over 10
years of tutoring experience is eager to
help students with subjects such as
Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry,
Trigonometry, Calculus and
Achievement Tests (SSAT, PSAT,
SAT I& II, MCAS, ISEE & GED). Each
session tailored to the student's needs.
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exploration programs.  With BHS Career Connections, they hope to leverage
the talent and skills of our community members to build meaningful
connections between the learning already happening at BHS and the real
work going on outside of our schools.
Goals of BHS Career Connections:

 Build stronger connections between parents and teachers at BHS
 Provide students with exposure to careers across a variety of
disciplines
Connect BHS curriculum, projects, and learning experiences to
experts in the field
Create opportunities for BHS students to develop a true understanding
of career paths through networking with professionals  

If you are interested in being a resource for the career center, please
complete this brief survey: https://goo.gl/forms/LcUGEby2LUcQ72vg2.

Sessions start at $25.00/hr. For more
information or to set up an appointment,
please contact Jeff Weinstein at 617-
277-3106 or
weinstein.jeff4@gmail.com.

TUTORING: 
Former Runkle (and Concord and
Lexington) teacher available to tutor
students in academic subjects, study
and organizational skills, and test prep
(SAT, ACT, SSAT and ISEE). For thirty
years, I've taught grades PreK--12
(elementary classroom and middle and
high school English teacher, and as a
certified Literacy Specialist at all grade
levels.) I am also listed as an
"executive functioning specialist" on
the Concord SEPAC website.
Excellent parent and professional
references available (including some
from the Runkle community).
Contact: Cynthia Carpenter at
(978) 952-8871 or
cscarp@gmail.com.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ex501Jbo8TT5V-ypmIeufegRzStCRzmP1q1vDVeI3hHoRz2b9yFkZLVXadpDYXMomL3lPYFV5xqcgU40gNNx8uo4c7KwXxyeq3da-YlmH_gClRtDBgi0g_JYti7rf_pCecErROYGsIFatYS8AfQKhq0j4PkRtPj-OfffSuk_8EXvXaFMn6qovrDBj3Xycxfo&c=&ch=
mailto:weinstein.jeff4@gmail.com
mailto:cscarp@gmail.com

