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PTO MESSAGE:  Tues: Early Release @ 12:40pm; Thurs: Middle School Science Club; Fri: Gr 6/7
Feedback Session with Dr. Beauchaine @ 8:05am in the Cafeteria

The PTO Annual Fund will be coming to a close in 6 weeks, and we are still $8,650 away from our
goal for the year. Please consider making a donation today to help us continue to support
academic enrichment and community building events for our students and teachers.

 To learn more about how your donations are spent at Runkle, please stop by the PTO information
table in the Main Lobby on the mornings of May 6, 7, and 8.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Your PTO Annual Fund Co-Chairs
Jen Reed and Kirsten Lockwood
http://www.runkle.org/ptoannualfund/

From the PTO 
Dear Runkle Community,
 
Welcome back!  We hope your all had a good vacation week.

 We are happy to be working with Ms. Gallo-Toth on the Book Fair, coming
May 4. See below for more information. She needs parent volunteers to
make this library fundraiser a success. There are many time slots
available, both day and evening.  Please click here. You can also sign up
to help when your child's class visits the book fair. If your specific class
isn't listed yet, please check back or speak to your teacher.
 
Remember that Tuesday is an early release day.

Have a great week.
 
Trish Blais, 617-232-2502, trishblais@comcast.net 
Catherine Burke, 617-738-8844, cfburke@rcn.com 

This Week's
Events
 
Early Release (K-6)
Tues Apr 28 
12:40 pm

Science Club (Gr. 6-8)
Thurs Apr 30

Gr. 6/7 Friday Feedback
Session with Dr.
Beauchaine
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Runkle PTO co-chairs

5th Grade Math Collaboration
May 6 (early release day)
12:50 - 3:00 pm
Deadline to register is Wednesday, April 29.

Math Collaboration is a special math event that is designed to be
mathematically intense, fully collaborative, empowering, leadership-
building, communication-developing, friendship-inducing, and most
importantly FUN.

It is an alternative to math competitions in that Math Collaborations are
fully collaborative. All participants win or lose together as a unit and thus
have every incentive to share their thoughts and ideas with each other. In
fact, they must learn to communicate well in order to succeed.

The Math Collaboration will be run by Kenneth Fan of Girls' Angle, a
non-profit, after-school math club for girls. He has successfully run Math
Collaborations at several different schools, including previously at Runkle.
The event is open to both boys and girls, but space is limited. More
information and testimonials can be found here. 

Please fill out the online form at: http://goo.gl/kFSknB by Wednesday,
April 29 to register. We need parents to volunteer to make the event
successful. 

If you have any further questions, please e-mail  Eugene Shih

Math Collaborations at Runkle are sponsored by Runkle PTO and by Girls' Angle.

Runkle PTO Middle School
Activities 
SCIENCE CLUB
Grades 6 - 8

Thursdays with Mr. Domerson
April 30 and May 7, 14, 21
 

Strategies for Nurturing Confidence and
Resilience in Our Children" 

 Tuesday, May 12th
7:00 - 9:00 pm
Multipurpose Room
Runkle School

Fri May 1
8:05 - 9:05am
Cafeteria 

 
Looking Ahead:

Martin Sleeper Library
Book Fair
May 4-8

Menu for
May!
Here

 

Who
Owns the
Learning? 

Preparing
Students for
Success in the
Digital Age

April 28, 6:30-8:00 pm
Pierce School
Auditorium
Free and open to the
public. 

Join Alan November in an
exploration of how schools
can use current technology
to establish safe and
creative digital learning
environments that support
high levels of student
learning and prepare
students for success in
college, career, and life. 

Alan will cover: 
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An evening with critically acclaimed, author, speaker, and psychologist Dr.
Robert Brooks.
 
Dr. Brooks is a psychologist on the faculty of Harvard Medical School.  He
has lectured nationally and internationally and written extensively about
the themes of resilience, parenting, family relationships, school climate,
and balancing our personal and professional lives. For more information
on Dr. Brooks, please click here.
 
Please email Susan Gold with any questions.

This speaker is sponsored by the Runkle PTO and is open to all parents/guardians
in Brookline. Please invite your friends and neighbors. 
 

From the Principal 
 Welcome Back, Runkle Families!
 
Thank you, PTO!
Over vacation, I sent out a message on Twitter on Earth Day sharing that
our seventh graders are involved in spearheading a project to make Runkle
a "greener" school.  Thanks to the Runkle Green Team leaders Dorothy
Charles, Spring Salvin, and Katja Vinha and the funds provided through a
PTO grant, we are establishing a "junior green team" which will begin with
this year's seventh graders and will carry on into their eighth grade year. 
This is the beginning of what we hope will become a long-lasting Runkle
tradition where seventh graders help to lead the school in a two-year
project that will involve the entire school and promote greater awareness
of how we can reduce our carbon footprint as a school community.  Please
know how much we appreciate the generosity of all of the Runkle families
who make these types of innovative learning opportunities possible!
 
Upcoming Feedback Sessions
Last year, there were two rounds of open meetings where parents met with
me to provide feedback and ask questions about the Runkle experience.  It
was helpful for me to hear questions and provide clarification in the
moment and it is also helping to inform how communication can be
improved so that every family is well-informed. 
 
This year, I planned three rounds including Friday morning meetings in the
fall, evening meetings in the winter, and we are about to begin the third
round of meetings on Friday, May 1, 2015.  I have appreciated these
opportunities and by hearing from individual families throughout the year,
these conversations are helping us to improve our current practices and
procedures.  For example, we are making changes to improve the process
for incoming Kindergarteners and new families, we are having ongoing
conversations about the use of technology throughout the grades and are
in the process of developing a list of expectations to share with families so
they know what to expect.  We have looked closely at lunches to be sure
that students have ample time to eat and have rearranged some specials

Critical Thinking on
the Internet 
How the Digital World
Improves Learning 
Authentic and
Meaningful Learning
Environments 
How Schools Can
Lead for Innovation

Parking available in the
Pierce lot. More information
here

We
are
trying
to
move
to an

online ordering process to
make distribution easier at
the end of the year. 

You can now pre-order your
yearbook by
visiting www.runkle.org, and
clicking on the widget that
says "Order a yearbook" on
the right hand side of the
page. This will re-direct you
to the Jostens Website
where you can place your
order. 
 
Pre-ordered books will cost
$25, while those purchased
in June at school will cost
$30.

Town Meetings:
 
Board of Selectmen
Tues April 28 @ 6:00 pm
Selectmen's Hearing Room,
6th Floor, Town Hall
Click here for agenda
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(Music, PE) to ensure that students have a consistent experience
throughout the grades.  While it is not always possible to resolve all issues
immediately, the feedback that you provide that reflect both the positive
experiences as well as constructive suggestions help us to continue to
improve the experiences for your children.  I am grateful for the time that
many of you have set aside to meet with me already and I am looking
forward to our next conversations!  The following meetings will all take
place in the cafeteria from 8:05 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
 
Friday, May 1, 2015            Grade 6 and 7
Friday, May 8, 2015            Grade 4 and 5
Friday, May 15, 2015          Grade 2 and 3
Friday, May 22, 2015          Grade K and 1
 
Sincerely,
Vanessa C. Beauchaine, Ed.D.
Principal
 
 

 

From the Library
Sleeper Library Book Fair

in partnership with
 Porter Square Books

 
Monday, May 4th - Friday, May 8th

 
Dear Runkle Families,
 
It's time for the Sleeper Library Book Fair! 
 
Buying books at the Book Fair is easy:

Cash
Check (payable to "Runkle PTO")
Major credit card

Massachusetts state sales tax charged on all purchases

 Visiting the Book Fair

Class Visits with teachers take place during the school day.
Bring the whole family for Family Night on Wednesday, May 6th
from 5:00 to 7:00 pm.
Come with your child after school from 2:30 until 3:00pm, Monday,
May 5th - Thursday, May 8th. 

The Book Fair continues!

School Committee 
Thurs April 30 @ 6:30 pm
School Committee Room,
5th Floor, Town Hall 
Click here for more info
 
For more information on all
town meetings, please click
here. 
 
Unless otherwise posted,
the public is welcome to
attend all meetings.

CLASSIFIEDS
Please note: The Runkle News and
PTO have not researched and are
not responsible for the services,
products, and/or requests made in
these ads. 
 
 
Runkle family looking for 1
or 2 bedroom apartment in
Runkle district for a family
member. Move-in date
flexible. Please contact
Elizabeth at (415) 699-2262
or
ebmontgomery2@gmail.com
 
Looking for a 3+ Bedroom
Apartment
A former Runkle family, with
dog, is looking for a 3+
bedroom in Brookline.
Please contact us if you
have any leads. We can be
reached at
siben89@gmail.com. Thank
you very much. Sibel
Benmayor
 
Summer Tutoring
Available
My name is Aly Kidrin, and I
am passionate about
working with students. I am
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One full week after our Book Fair, from May 11th through May 15th
More books can be purchased online at the Porter Square Books
website at www.portersquarebooks.com/.
Enter "Runkle School" in the comment field when making an online
purchase.
Online orders ship to school for free and will be distributed once
received.

All Book Fair purchases will benefit the Sleeper Library, allowing it to
provide the best book and technology resources for K-8 students. Thank
you for your cooperation in making the 2015 Book Fair a great success!
 
Happy Reading!
 
Teresa Gallo-Toth - K-8 Librarian
 

From the Classroom

Math Problem of the Week

 
Perfect Squares and Cubes...NOT
How many numbers from 1 to 1 million, inclusive, are not perfect squares
or perfect cubes?

Solution
998,910. There are 1000 perfect squares between 1 and 1 million; these
are the squares of the first 1000 integers. Similarly, there are 100 perfect
cubes - the cubes of the numbers from 1 to 100. Subtract the squares and
the cubes from 1 million to get 998,900. However, every number that is a
perfect sixth power has been subtracted twice (the largest of these is
106 = 1,000,000). Adding these back in gives 998,910.

Here's next week's problem:

A Quarter Pounder
A quarter-pound hamburger contains approximately 80 calories per ounce
of meat, an average french fry contains about 14 calories, a cola contains
about 10 calories per ounce, and a bun contains 200 calories. Suppose
you have a quarter-pound hamburger with a bun and six ounces of cola.
How many french fries can you eat and still keep your meal below 800
calories?
 
 

a certified classroom teacher
(MA, 1-6) and Special
Education teacher (K-8). I
graduated in 2009 from the
University of Colorado
Boulder with a degree
in Art and Sciences with a
major in psychology. I
earned my master's degree
from Wheelock College in
Integrated Elementary and
Special Education in 2013. I
am currently a first-grade
classroom teacher in
Framingham. Please email
me with any questions
at akidrin@gmail.com or call
me at 617-794-7311.

MANAGING THE
RUNKLE NEWS

To subscribe, please go to
www.runkle.org and look
for the SUBSCRIBE icon.

To unsubscribe, please hit
"Safeunsubscribe" at the
bottom of your email.
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From the Community
 
 
Educational Stress - A Performing Arts Solution
April 30, 6:15 pm to 7:45 pm
BHS Black Box Theater
Free Event
BHS students, parents, and staff set high academic expectations.
Brookline students are regarded for their intellectual achievement,
successful admission into top colleges, and pursuit of career pathways.
But this achievement can come at a cost, specifically, STRESS! We invite
you to participate in a 'day in the life' of a student followed by a
conversation on how the Performing Arts Department addresses the issue
of stress within our classroom curricula. This will be an interactive forum. 
Presenters will include BHS performing arts faculty and students, and
everyone will have an opportunity to contribute to the conversation. Come
join us for this FoPA Forum hosted by Friends of Performing Arts. To
reserve your space, go to http://www.fopabhs.org/   and scroll to the event
on the homepage.

HomeBASE: Brookline Afterschool Enrichment 
Launching for Fall 2015. 
2:30-6:00 pm Mon-Thurs, 1:40-5:45 pm Fri
Temple Ohabei Shalom, 1187 Beacon St
Children can attend two to five days per week Transportation from Runkle
available for a fee. Early release days included and vacation coverage
available. Children in grades K-3 (with planned expansion through grade 6
in future years) will have the opportunity to play with friends and get
homework out of the way before your family sits down to dinner.
 Programs are organized by grade level. Contact Sam Gragg at
sgragg@ohabei.org or visit www.ohabei.org/homebase for rates and
information. "
 
  
 
Parenting Training in Think: Kids Collaborative Problem Solving
Approach
For more information and to register for the upcoming May training in
Brookline, please visit http://www.betheparentyouwanttobe.weebly.com 
 Do you wish you had a more effective parenting approach that also helps
to build a better relationship between you and your child? Then this
training is for you. Think:Kids Collaborative Problem Solving parenting
model, based in MGH's Department of Psychiatry, provides parents

Runkle News Issue #32-15, Apr. 26, 2015 https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_previe...

6 of 11 4/27/15, 9:12 AM



with concrete tools to better understand and help children (ages 3-18) with
challenging behavior - from ordinary, day-to-day challenges like getting to
school, homework and bedtime, to more serious challenges. It's based on
the understanding that many kids lack the skill, not the will, to behave well
- specifically skills related to problem solving, flexibility and frustration
tolerance. 
 
 
 
Brookline Mental Health Center 
Believe in Brookline Kids Gala
May 9th at the MFA
All kids deserve a chance to grow up healthy, safe, supported by their
families and accepted in their community. The Brookline Mental Health
Center ensures that everyone in our community can access outstanding,
affordable mental health care, and brings their care to children when they
need it, where they need it, and for however long they need it - including
at all nine Brookine public schools.   
The annual Believe in Brookline Kids Gala is taking place May 9th at the
MFA. Cocktails, dinner, late night dancing, fabulous auctions, and lots of
art! All proceeds benefit the Brookline Community Mental Health Center
Kids' Fund. To learn more, be a sponsor, and purchase tickets, visit:
http://www.believeinbrooklinekids.org. If you are interested in sitting at a
table with other Runkle families, please contact Devon Powell at
devonpowell77@gmail.com.
 
 
 
Free Workshop on Developing a Budget Narrative by Brookline
Community Foundation
Thurs, May 14, 9:00-11:00 am
BCF Conference Room at 40 Webster Place in Brookline
Space is limited, so reserve your spot by Thursday, May 7. Please RSVP
to grants@brooklinecommunity.org
Budget narratives allow an opportunity to further explain unique aspects of
your organization's budget as well as build on the programmatic narrative.
This will be an interactive workshop. Participants are encouraged to
submit a sample budget with narrative in advance so that real examples
can be used for discussion purposes. Sample budgets should be
submitted by May 7. This interactive workshop will be lead by Annette
Florczak, a financial management consultant with over 20 years of
experience in the nonprofit sector. Annette has worked with a variety of
organizations in the nonprofit and for-profit sectors and with budgets
ranging from $100,000 - $25 Million. 
 
 
 
SmartVacations Activities for Students ages 5-12
Early Release Day Activities 
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1:00-3:00 pm at Brookline High
To register, please call 617-730-2700 or visit www.brooklineadulted.org.
Cost is $36
 
 
 
The Sunday School for Jewish Studies Open Enrollment
Once a Week Hebrew School for Grades 1 - 7
Once a Month Pre-K / Kindergarten Class and Free Family Toddler
program
Located at the Oak Hill Middle School in Newton 
The Sunday School for Jewish Studies is now accepting registrations for
the 2015-16 school year.  We are an independent school offering a
once-a-week program for children in the greater Boston area for over 40
years.   Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparation is available but not required, and
students may enter in any grade.  Interfaith and nontraditional families are
welcome.  For additional information, please visit our website
at  www.SundaySchoolforJewishStudies.org or call 617.264.8855
 

 
SUMMER CAMPS

2nd Annual Brookline Warriors Summer Basketball 
Applications are now being accepted. The Clinic will run June 29-July 2
(Monday-Thursday) from 9:00-3:00 in Schluntz Gymnasium at the high
school. Boys ages 8-14 are eligible. Brookline HS head coach Luke Day is
the Clinic director, and the staff includes BHS JV coach Dave Ford and
Freshman coach Darren Martinez. The Brookline Warriors Summer
Basketball Clinic is committed to delivering high quality instruction on
individual and team basketball skills. Campers will not only improve on a
day-to-day basis, but will take away from the camp specific knowledge
about how they can keep improving. We are just as importantly committed
to every camper having fun and developing a lifelong passion for the
game of basketball. Go to www.brooklinehoops.net to find out more
information and download an application. Any questions can directed to
Coach Luke Day at jlday6@gmail.com  
 

Boston-Based Writing and Adventure Day Camp 
5th-10th graders - Enrollment Now Open
Summer Ink campers participate in arts and adventure activities, take field
trips around the city, play sports - and write about their experiences.
Trained writing instructors guide students to focus and add vibrancy to
their writing and develop their unique voice in a diverse, supportive
environment. Two-week sessions in July. Scholarships available - apply
early. For more information and to register, visit www.summerink.org or
call 617-714-0263.
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Steve & Kate's Camp is coming to Brookline
Steve & Kate's has been operating on the West Coast for over 35 years. 
Building on a successful 2014 summer in Belmont, they will be running
their special brand of camp at the Heath School and Mt. Alvernia
Academy this summer. Each camp site includes six art and technology
studios: Dance, Music, Breadmaking, Style, Stop Motion Animation and
Coding. There is also lots of outdoor play, sports, and weekly special
themes and events. Steve & Kate's operates on a day pass system, which
offers extreme flexibility - you can purchase as many days as you'd like
and use them whenever you want. All food is provided!  Morning snack,
lunch and afternoon snack. Check out the full list here:  here and sign up
to be notified at: http://steveandkatescamp.com/email/ .
Laurel's contact info is chestnuthill@steveandkate.com, or 
brookline@steveandkate.com or 617.379.0436×159. 
 

MEDIAGIRLS
MEDIAGIRLS® gives middle-school girls (ages 11 to 14) a fun, nurturing
space to explore how girls and women are portrayed in pop culture. We
critique videos, discuss magazine ads, and talk about changes we would
make to media. Participants learn to write empowering blog posts for the
MEDIAGIRLS blog, which we then blast out to the world using our social
media. Classes run from July 13th to July 17th, 10:30 AM to 1:30 PM at
the Brookline Interactive Group. Space is limited to 12 girls. Visit
www.mediagirls.org to learn more, read testimonials, check out our blog
and register. 

 
Boston Patio Playhouse
Now registering for its summer programs! 

Backyard Opera Summer Program is open to students ages 12-18
who love opera, operetta, and classic musical theater. July 6-17
(Mon-Fri), 9:00 am-4:00 pm

Front Porch Players Musical Theater Summer Program is for
students ages 12-16 who love classic and contemporary musical
theater. August 3-14 (Mon-Fri), 9:00 am-4:00 pm.

In each two-week program students will receive training in voice, dance,
drama, and backstage skills, while working on either an Opera Gala or a
Broadway Musical Revue performance! No auditions necessary, and each
student will be cast as a soloist. Both programs are located in Coolidge
Corner, Brookline. Visit www.bostonpatioplayhouse.com for more
information and to register today!
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Tutoring With A Twist
Enrichment Opportunity for K-2 students
A fun, child-centered approach to integrate art, math, literacy, science, and
social studies learning while exploring our local community! Curriculum
created by Tanya Paris (Runkle) & Lauren Kelly (Pierce), certified
Brookline teachers. Student to teacher ratio of 3:1. Space is limited to 6
students perCarefully planned learning opportunities cater to K-2 students.
One hour of direct literacy instruction per day via phonics and guided
week. reading instruction. Art, Science, Math, and Social Studies
connections provided through exciting local field trips: The Coolidge
Corner Theatre, Boston Common, Arnold Arboretum, and more! Want to
know more? Visit us at http://tutoringwithatwist.weebly.com. Space is
limited. Sign up today!
  

BU Basketball Clinic
Boys 7-18
Girls 12-14
This summer Coach Jones and the BU basketball staff welcome boys
ages 7-18 and girls 12-14 to the fourth annual Coach Jones Basketball
Clinic. Campers will receive coaching from our highly qualified coaching
staff and former players and be divided by age and skill to ensure that
each camper has a meaningful and fun experience. The clinic will be held
June 29-July 2 at the Case Gymnasium. Cost $250. For more information
and to register please visit www.coachjonesbasketballclinics.com. Contact
Doug Goon at douggoon@bu.edu with any questions. 

Kesher Newton Jewish After School Program
Grades K-5
Enrolling for this Fall
Kesher is a pluralistic Jewish after school program for grades K-5. Kesher
emphasizes joyful, hands-on Jewish learning which includes modern
Hebrew, Judaic studies, and fun-filled electives. Located in Chestnut Hill,
Kesher is an independent pluralistic community that is welcoming to all.
For more information, visit keshernewton.org, or call Ilana 617-244-5390,
or email ilana@keshernewton.org

This email was sent to skasida@hotmail.com by pto@runkle.org |  
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.
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Runkle PTO | 50 Druce Street | Brookline | MA | 02445
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