
 
John D. Runkle School  

School Council Meeting Minutes - DRAFT 
Wednesday, February 12, 2014 

7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. 
Martin Sleeper Library 

 
Members Present:  V. Beauchaine and S. Costello (co-chairs), V. Godhwani,  

A. Depew, E. Perez, M. Bienen, S., J. Morgenstern, S. Convicer, T. Paradise, K. Haynes  
 
Members Absent: 
D. Mercer, R. McElroy, L. Ascoli,  

J. Morgenstern (left at 7:45 a.m.) 
 
Meeting called to order:  V. Beauchaine called the meeting to order at 7:03 a.m.  

 
I.  Approval of Minutes 1-8-14 
Council members reviewed the draft minutes from the January 8th meeting. A motion to 

approve the minutes was made by M. Bienen and seconded by A. Depew. The members 

who were present at the meeting unanimously approved the minutes. S. Costello, V. 

Godhwani, A. Depew, E. Perez, M. Bienen, J. Morgenstern, S. Convicer, T. Paradise, K. 

Haynes 

 

V. Beauchaine explained that she had one item to clarify (not change) from January 8
th

’s 

minutes regarding money from Coffee Pond covering the additional costs for the 

production of the Runkle after school play production. The play should be able to run 

itself using the box office ticket sales to cover the costs.  If that does not occur, the 

remaining costs can be covered by the funds in the Student Activities Account. 
 
S. Costello suggested making note of the fact that the January 8th School Council 
Meeting apparently was not recorded due to technical challenges.   
 
V. Beauchaine administered copies of the response from the Attorney General’s 
office regarding the Open Meeting Law Complaint filed last spring to all committee 
members and explained that the document stated that the Council did not violate 
the Open Meeting Laws.   
 
V. Beauchaine explained that according to the Open Meeting Law, a member of the 
public could record the meeting upon notifying one of the co-chairs, which would be 
announced at the beginning of the meeting.  However, council members are not 
responsible for recording meetings on behalf of someone else.  

 
II.  Current Issues/Public Comment 
No members of the public commented. 
 
III.  Review of School Needs Survey Draft 



 
Parent Survey 
V. Beauchaine explained that there was a suggestion given at our last School 
Committee meeting that involved asking if families need to go above and beyond 
what is done during the day such as tutoring.  
 
V. Beauchaine added a question to the School Needs Survey for the purpose of trying 
to gain more information and a better understanding of whether families feel the 
need to go above and beyond what is done during the day to get their children’s 
academic needs met and to learn whether families are seeking additional tutoring 
during the day throughout the school year to do this.  After a brief discussion, the 
question was reworded so as to elicit feedback regarding additional enrichment as 
well as additional support.  A comment box following the question will allow 
families to specify the type of additional academic support they have sought for 
their child(ren). 
 
V. Beauchaine began recording on paper instead of the Smart Board at 7:25am due 
to technical challenges. 
 
V. Godhwani brought up some questions, comments, and suggestions relating to the 
Survey relating to our last meeting, which she was not present for and included 
suggestions to the areas of School Climate (including both playground areas and 
adding a question about the multi-purpose room), Curriculum and Instruction 
(defining what is meant by “meeting my child’s needs”), and Communication 
(include opportunities to meet with specialists and being informed about the daily 
schedule).    
 
V. Godhwanai had some questions regarding the rating scale of the survey. V. 
Beauchaine explained that we looked at the scaling at the last meeting and it was 
suggested that we use agree/disagree instead of the four categories used last time.  
S. Costello explained that limiting the choices enables people to make a stand and 
having more options for answering doesn’t really help understand the results.   
 
V. Godhwani noted an inconsistency in Question 2 on the staff and family survey. V. 
Beauchaine made note of this and will be sure the staff survey reflects the same 
wording as the family survey.   
 
There was a brief discussion of how to define what is meant by “meeting my child’s 
needs” in the Curriculum and Instruction section.  The question should include an 
understanding of what the expectations are.  V. Beauchaine will refine the wording 
here and noted that families provided many comments to clarify their responses the 
last time a survey was administered and she expects that ample additional 
information will be provided. 
 



V. Godhwani requested clarification regarding what the definition of administration 
for this entire section is referring to.  V. Beauchaine explained that this section the 
definition of administration is referring to the day-to-day operation of the school.  
 
E. Perez had a clarifying question regarding whether or not anyone is allowed to use 
the basketball courts outside of school hours.  V. Beauchaine explained that anyone 
can use the playground and basketball courts anytime outside of school hours. This 
is not the case with the basketball court or gymnasium located inside the school.  
 
Staff Survey 
M. Bienen suggested changing the wording in the first section. V. Beauchaine made 
the changes to the wording.  
 
V. Beauchaine referred to the Climate section that pertains to students feeling safe 
inside the school, Ex. I look forward to coming to school most days. V. Beauchaine 
explained that it would be great to have a brief student survey to allow the upper 
level students answer these questions for themselves.  V. Godhwhani suggested 
adding questions pertaining to how safe the staff feels. V. Beauchaine requested that 
staff come up with some questions relating to staff safety that we can add to the 
questionnaire and the staff members present (M. Bienen, S. Convicer, T. Paradise, 
and K. Haynes) agreed to do so. 
 
V. Beauchaine explained some changes that were made to the wording and pointed 
out the flipped questions pertaining to students and staff. V. Beauchaine will send 
out the revised version out with a return date of the Friday after vacation. 
 
IV.  Superintendent/School Parent Leaders Meeting Update 
 
S. Costello explained that the Superintendent/School Parent Leaders Meeting is 
meeting today, but she will not be attending.  S. Costello informed the School Council 
that Dr. Lupini will present the proposed budget for the fiscal year 2015 and the 
plan for OLS.   Updates will be provided at the next council meeting. 
 
VI.  Other 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:02 a.m. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by K. Haynes 
 
Documents:  
     School Council Meeting Agenda 
Draft of minutes from January 8, 2014 School Council Meeting 
Letter from the Attorney General’s office dated September 2013 
Letter from the Assistant Attorney General dated February 2014 
School Needs Survey Draft (projected on Smart Board) 


