
John D. Runkle School 
School Council Meeting Minutes – DRAFT 

Wednesday, February 11, 2015 – 4 p.m. 
Martin Sleeper Library 

 
V. Beauchaine called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m.  It was adjourned at 5:40 p.m. upon motion made 
by E. Perez and seconded by L. Ascoli. 
 
Members present 
V. Beauchaine and E. Perez (co-chairs), L. Ascoli, D. Bhatia (arrived 5:15), S. Convicer, S. Costello, A. 
Depew, S. Gold, K. Haynes (arrived 4:10), D. Mercer (arrived 4:15), S. Ola (arrived 4:55) 
 
Documents 

• Draft minutes from Wednesday, January 14, 2015 
• Overview of Goals for School Improvement Plan 2014-2015 

 
School Improvement Plan Update: Progress Toward Goal V (Technology) 
Jenny Murphy joined the group to discuss progress Runkle has made toward meeting the goals related to 
technology as set forth in the current SIP. More generally, she discussed the curriculum, goals and 
learning related to technology at Runkle.   
J. Murphy talked about the work done by many Runkle teachers following attendance at the Building 
Learning Communities Workshop within the last year. The Workshop was a conference focused on how 
to meet the needs of all students in today’s classroom. V. Beauchaine talked about how the conference 
taught ways in which to create and maintain efficient learning communities. D. Mercer talked about how 
the conference included discussion of personalized/project-based learning and how collaboration works/ 
can further learning. L. Ascoli talked about work Alan November who facilitates the Workshop is doing 
across Brookline to increase learning/use of technology/collaboration/innovation. 
J. Murphy and other teachers presented a collection of ideas and technology tools at the Jan. 6th Runkle 
staff meeting.  They presented the following tools and discussed effective ways to use them: Newsela (a 
tool used for research which allows differentiation across reading levels within a classroom); Google 
Drive; Air Server (wireless projection tool for the ipad); digital portfolio. 
Other Runkle teachers will present additional tools at a future staff meeting. The one scheduled for 
February had to be rescheduled because of a snow day. 
J. Murphy explained how she works with teachers and students to help build a foundation for research 
skills in grades 1 through 8. Her goal is independence and competence – she hopes students will be able 
to independently complete research projects by 9th grade. She described the 6-step process which the 
teaching team uses in 7th and 8th grade to build research skills.  
E. Perez asked about teaching computer programs. The group discussed whether there are opportunities to 
better teach programs like presentation tools, spreadsheets, or even keyboarding. Some parents shared 
concerns they’ve heard about the need for additional/foundational instruction on different programs 
required to complete projects/assignments.   
V. Beauchaine explained that each grade level has proficiency goals. They are set out at grade level on the 
district web site. 
J. Murphy has office hours and said she is always available to help students. 



 
Approval of Minutes from Meeting on Wednesday, January 14, 2015 
Council members reviewed the draft minutes from the January 14th meeting.   
The minutes were corrected to remove M. Bienen’s name, name E. Perez only once and add punctuation.  
Following a motion made by E. Perez and seconded by K. Haynes, the corrected January minutes were 
unanimously approved by those members present at the January meeting,  
 
School Improvement Plan Update: Progress Toward Other Goals 

(a) V. Beauchaine plans to consult with Scott Moore (who oversees technology district wide) about 
setting Best Practices for technology practices at Runkle. J. Murphy, V. Beauchaine and other 
teachers are actively engaged in setting standards for electronic communication. V. Beauchaine 
wants to clearly communicate standards and teach the community what those standards mean in 
practice. V. Beauchaine would like to discuss this further at a future council meeting. 

(b) V. Beauchaine talked about home-school partnerships and grade-level partnerships. 
(c) V. Beauchaine explained that parents Spring Salvin, Dorothy Charles, and Katja Vinha are doing 

a great job working with 7th and 8th graders as the parent leaders of the Green Team. The students 
are leading the projects and these three women are actively facilitating them. 

(d) V. Beauchaine talked about adding another round of feedback sessions this school year in an 
attempt to add another avenue for two-way communication between school and home. Evening 
sessions this winter have not been well attended by parents. The group discussed questions 
related to communication, ways to improve access to information about what is happening in 
school and the use of the Runkle News to discuss/raise substantive topics.  

(e) V. Beauchaine said the district plans to have results from the school surveys sent at the end of 
2014. It was the first year of the district survey. The district currently plans to do annual surveys. 
V. Beauchaine looks forward to seeing the results.  

(f) The group discussed ideas for getting more people to attend parent meetings such as PTO 
meetings, forums and other gatherings on specific topics. S. Costello emphasized the desire many 
parents have to better connect with classroom teachers.    

 
Current Issues/Public Comment 
No members of the public were present.  
 
Superintendent/School Parent Leaders Meeting Update 
L. Ascoli reported that the Superintendent cancelled the meeting scheduled for February 11th. The group 
speculated that the discussion would have centered on topics related to the May override.   
 
Other 
S. Costello said there is a lot of buzz about snow days in the district.  The group discussed snow day 
scheduling. Currently the last day of school is scheduled for Friday, June 26th.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Anne Depew 
 
 


